
A whole school  approach to growing a consistently
positive and safe learning environment.  

PURPOSE FOR THIS APPROACH

MANAAKITANGA
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MANAAKI MAI RESPECT FOR SELF

MANAAKI ATU RESPECT FOR OTHERS

MAU ANO TO MANA E TIAKI RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS
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SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

Rationale:

The Board and staff at Rotorua Intermediate have a responsibility to maximise the

learning outcomes for all students. This can only be achieved if students are fully

engaged with the learning opportunities being provided, and not be distracted from

learning due to engagement with their cell phone, or the cell phones of others.

School Policy:

Students will not be allowed to have access to any cell phone in their possession

between 8.40am and 2.45pm, during the school week, when on the Rotorua Intermediate

campus grounds.

Cellphones

Students may bring their cellphone to school.

Cellphones will be locked in the classroom in a secure space between 8.40am-2.45pm.

Urgent caregiver information is to be made through the school office.

If a cellphone is not handed in as per the policy it will be confiscated and placed in the

school office.

Caregivers will be contacted to collect confiscated cellphones.

Caregivers of students with medical issues may apply for an exemption. 

Please note Rotorua Intermediate takes no responsibility for lost / stolen cellphones.

Smart Watches are to be used as watches only 

CELL PHONES
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UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS

Key Points For Formal Uniform

Students must wear the correct formal uniform (including footwear) to and from

school, remaining in formal until the roll has been taken. 

Leggings are not to be worn under shorts or skorts, but tights with feet are able to

worn in the winter months (term 2 & 3) or year long for cultural reasons. 

PE gear is not to be worn under the formal school uniform.

Alternative jackets and gloves may be worn to and from school for warmth, but must

be removed at the gate and not worn on school grounds.

Covered shoes must be worn in Design Engineering and Culinary Arts.

A plain black thermal long-sleeve shirt may be worn under the formal uniform in Terms

2 and 3 only.

Students must wear formal uniform to all formal assemblies (no jackets in term 1 & 4).

Teachers may advise students to remove jackets or scarves if the weather is too hot.

Additional Uniform

Optional formal black dress pants can be worn (if unsure, please check with the office).

An RIS bucket hat or a plain black bucket hat.

An RIS beanie or a plain black beanie.

An RIS scarf or a plain black scarf.

 It is at the teacher’s discretion if these items are worn in the classroom.

FORMAL UNIFORM KEY POINTS
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UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS

PE UNIFORM KEY POINTS

Key Points For Formal Uniform

Students must wear PE uniform when participating in any physical activities, including

fitness, PE lessons, Student Engagement games, and school sports events.

A temporary PE uniform may be provided until students can supply their own RIS PE

gear. This is only for PE lessons and Student Engagement games, and must not be worn

during breaks.

Sports shoes may be worn with PE uniform.

Note: Physical Education is a compulsory component of the New Zealand Curriculum. All

students are expected to participate in PE lessons and sporting activities unless a

medical certificate is provided.



Key Points For Footwear

Plain black shoes with no coloured logos are allowed 

Lace-up, slip-on, buckle, and velcro styles are permitted.

Roman sandals and sports sandals must be plain black and made of leather or

synthetic leather.

Sandals must have a back strap, and socks must NOT be worn with sandals.

Shoes not permitted include: jandals, Crocs, fashion boots, Doc Martens, work boots,

high-tops, and basketball shoes.

All labels, logos, straps, laces, soles, and buckles must be black only.

Key Points For Socks

Plain black socks (must be visible) are to be worn with formal shoes.

Socks or stockings must be plain black only, with no visible logos, branding, or patterns.

Socks must not be worn with sandals.
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UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS

FOOTWEAR AND SOCKS KEY POINTS



Key Points For Hair, Nails, and Jewellery

Hair Expectations

Hair must be in natural colours only.

Students must wear plain (black, brown, white) hair ties, scrunchies, headbands, and

clips (no bright colours, bows or ribbons).

Makeup and Nails Expectations

Nail polish and glue on nails are not permitted.

Makeup, including eyelash extensions and glue-on eyelashes, are not permitted.

Jewellery Expectations

Piercings

Only small studs (up to 4mm) or small sleepers (up to 10mm) are allowed, and they

must be plain metal.

No other body piercings (e.g, tongue, eyebrow) are permitted at school or on class

trips.

Cultural and Religious Jewellery 

One taonga of cultural or religious significance is allowed. For safety, it is

recommended to be worn under the uniform.

PLEASE NOTE 3Rs Bands are only to be worn on the wrist. 
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UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS

HAIR, NAILS, AND JEWELLERY KEY POINTS
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BELLS AND ATTENDANCE

BELL EXPECTATIONS 

At 8:40am, the morning bell signals the start of school. Head straight to your classroom

and be ready to learn.

Five minutes before breaks end, a warning bell rings - return to class promptly.

When the second bell rings, you should be in class ready to learn.

Three bells in a row mean a wet break—you must stay inside your classroom.

There are no bells for the end of learning blocks / the start of breaks (except the end of

day); your teacher / kaiako will dismiss you for breaks, not a bell.

At 2:45pm, the end-of-day bell signals the school day is over and you may leave when

released.

ATTENDANCE  EXPECTATIONS

Students who arrive after 8:40am must sign in at the front office before going to class. 

If a student needs to leave between 8:40am and 2:45pm, they must sign out and exit

through the front office with a parent or caregiver, as gates are locked during this time.

WET BREAK TIME EXPECTATIONS

When three bells ring, it means it is an inside break due to the weather. These bells may

ring at the start of break or during it. If you hear these bells while outside, return

straight to your classroom. 

Your inside area is your classroom and your designated deck area.

Choose a sensible activity inside (e.g. board games, drawing, reading).

Sports balls are not to be used inside as an indoor activity.

Chromebooks can only be used on approved sites under teacher supervision.

All rubbish (e.g. wrappers) must go in the rubbish bin.

Students can return outside, when an announcement is made over the intercom. 



Toilets/Wharepaku are unlocked and available to use without a key at interval and lunch.

You can show our school’s 3Rs by:

Entering and exiting quietly.

Keeping all walls and surfaces free from graffiti or damage.

Respecting the privacy of others.

Flushing the toilet/wharepaku after use.

Using toilet paper appropriately.

Washing your hands with soap and water.

No eating or drinking in or around the toilet area (this is tapu).

SCHOOL TOILETS - DURING CLASS TIMES - 

Toilets are locked and can only be used with a class toilet key.

 To show our 3Rs during learning time, you must:

Use the class toilet key and return it straight away.

Only ONE student at a time may go to the toilet.

Walk directly to the toilet and directly back—no stopping or wasting time.

Make sure your class takes a toilet key with you when you are in other parts of the

school.

The gym toilet is only to be used during your PE time or and Assembly. 
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SCHOOL TOILETS - DURING BREAK TIMES - 
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Line up outside your classroom in two straight lines.

Walk quietly and respectfully in your lines with your teacher/kaiako.

Be considerate and respectful of other classes working. 

Keep to the footpaths and walkways around the school.

When you arrive at your destination, line up quietly and wait for teacher

instructions.

Make sure this same process is followed when returning to class.

EXPECTATIONS FOR TRANSITIONING AROUND THE KURA
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ASSEMBLY EXPECTATIONS

Key Points Assembly Formal Uniform 

All students must wear the correct formal uniform to all assemblies, prizegivings, and

school celebrations.

Terms 1 & 4 (Summer):

Shoes and full formal uniform must be worn (exception is Monday Hui-a-Kura).

Jackets and hats must be removed.

Scarves are not permitted.

Terms 2 & 3 (Winter):

Shoes and full formal uniform must be worn (exception is Monday Hui-a-Kura).

Jackets and scarves are optional.

Hats are not permitted.

ASSEMBLY EXPECTATIONS KEY POINTS

Key Points Assembly Expectations – 3Rs Values

Line up promptly with your class when instructed.

Enter the gym quietly and without talking.

Sit in your allocated whānau area.

Listen respectfully to speakers.

Clap appropriately and respectfully.

Do not call out or whistle.

When dismissed, leave the gym quietly and line by line.

Return to class in orderly lines with your teacher.

Please note PE gear may be worn to Monday Hui-a-Kura
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GREEN AND BLUE ASTROTURFS

EXPECTATIONS ACROSS BOTH ASTROTURFS
Students must wear their full P.E. uniform when using any astroturf.

No eating or drinking is allowed on any turf area.

Show respect for others by using appropriate language and playing co-operatively.

Be courteous to others and focus on your own game while using the turf.

When the first bell rings, return to class promptly.

No playing touch or kicking balls on the turf.

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE  GREEN ASTROTURF

The kicking of balls is not permitted.

Share the turf fairly and play cooperatively with others.

If a ball goes over a fence or into a restricted area (like the bike shed), do not retrieve it,

let an adult know! 

EXPECTATIONS FOR THE  BLUE ASTROTURF
The kicking of balls is not permitted.

The courts are only to be used for basketball, netball, and handball. 

The blue turf is out of bounds for fitness and PE during Block 1 & 2 (prime learning time).

During blocks 3 and 4, classes can use the courts for teacher-led P.E., but must remain

respectful of those still learning indoors.

HANDBALL

Students do not require P.E. gear to play handball.
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Wear the correct full PE uniform at all times while on the field.

Focus on your own game and show respect to others.

Be safe on the adventure playground and fitness equipment.

Respect our neighbours and their property.

Tell the duty teacher straight away if any sports equipment goes outside the

school grounds or over fences.

No eating or bringing kai onto the field.

Stay within the fenced boundaries and stay away from the staff carpark.

“Tackle rugby” and “Held” is NOT allowed anywhere at school. Touch rugby

only is permitted on the field.

EXPECTATIONS FOR OUR FIELD 

Students must be supervised at all times while in the gym.

The sound system may only be used by teachers or IT monitors.

The gym toilets are only for use by the class currently using the gym.

Only students with permission may enter the gym office.

All classes must line up outside before entering gym.

Students must wear their full P.E. uniform, excluding school jackets which must

be removed for PE.

The PE shed is strictly for use by kaiako (teachers) and students with allocated

responsibilities, such as Student Engagement Referees.

No food is to be taken into the gym at any time.

EXPECTATIONS FOR OUR GYM
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MISCELLANEOUS

Bikes and Scooters

Students must adhere to the road rules and respect pedestrians.

Bikes and scooters must be walked in and out of school grounds.

Bikes and scooters must be stored in the designated area with a personal lock. 

Students must wear a bike helmet to and from school or the bike will be confiscated.

Chewing Gum and Lollipops

Chewing gum and lollipops are not permitted at school.

No lollies are to be brought to school by students.
 

Fizzy Drinks and Energy Drinks

Fizzy/Soft drinks are only to be brought to school for special occasions (shared lunches).

Absolutely no Energy Drinks or cordial sachets (eg. Raro) are allowed on school grounds.

Pop Up Canteen

Available every morning tea.

Line up in one line, respectfully; to purchase items. 

Use respectful manners.

Bag Areas

Use the bag areas to store your bag.

Take out everything you need for the day in the morning.

You can access your bag during break times to get snacks or lunch.

Do not touch other students’ bags or belongings—respect others’ property.

Take responsibility by keeping your bag and the bag area tidy, and put all rubbish in the

bin.

Ball Tiggy

No ball tiggy around the buildings.

MISCELLANEOUS
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SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

Classroom Expectations

Respect for Self

Be prepared everyday for learning, with all necessary resources.

Take ownership of your learning and seek support when needed. 

Reflect on your work and find ways to challenge and extend yourself.

Take care of classroom and personal belongings.

Respect for Others

Give your full attention to the person speaking.

Put your hand up when you want to talk, add, or share.

Use polite, kind, and respectful language at all times.

Keep books tidy – no drawings on covers or graffiti inside.

Responsibility for Actions

Be ready to learn when the second bell rings.

Tell the teacher if something is damaged or broken so it can be fixed.

Cellphones are not to be used at school – they must be locked up in the morning.

Chromebooks are for learning and are only to be used during learning times.

CLASSROOM  EXPECTATIONS  KEY POINTS


